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Shelly’s passion for the law and his skills in 

the courtroom were unrivaled. He practiced for 
60 years and worked on landmark cases 
across the nation representing individuals and 
consumers. Shelly was recognized in every 
edition of the book ‘‘The Best Lawyers in 
America’’ throughout his career. His other hon-
ors include induction into the Trial Lawyer Hall 
of Fame and receipt of the Lifetime Achieve-
ment Award at the Florida Verdicts Hall of 
Fame by the Daily Business Review. 

Shelly was not only celebrated for being one 
of the best trial attorneys in the country, but 
also fervently served the South Florida com-
munity. He was a member of the Board of 
Governors of Nova Southeastern Law Center 
and chairman of the Board of Trustees of 
Broward Community College. Shelly was also 
one of the founders of the Broward County 
Trial Lawyers Association and served as the 
organization’s president. 

I offer my deepest condolences to Shelly’s 
family. He is survived by his two sons, Scott 
(m. Anne) and Gregg, as well as his six 
grandchildren, Charlotte, Alexander, Molly, 
Theodora, Samuel, and Theodore; and his 
brother-in-law, Larry Butler (m. Grace). 

His presence will be profoundly missed, 
however his impact in the sphere of law and 
public service will never be forgotten. 

Mr. Speaker, I am honored to pay my re-
spects to Sheldon Schlesinger and his family. 
He was a great friend to me throughout the 
years. His spirit, loving memory, and legacy 
will always live on. 
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Mr. SMITH of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor Andrew Letterman for being 
awarded the American FFA Degree as a 
member of the National FFA Organization. An-
drew is a member of the Willow Springs Chap-
ter of the FFA and, with four of its other mem-
bers, received this prestigious award. FFA is 
an intercurricular student organization for 
those interested in agriculture and leadership 
consisting of 629,367 members, aged 12–21. 
Andrew is among the 463 FFA members from 
Missouri that received the American FFA de-
gree, marking the highest number of recipients 
from any state. 

As a past recipient of the American FFA De-
gree, I offer my highest congratulations as I 
understand the hard work and effort required 
to reach this goal. In order to obtain the Amer-
ican FFA Degree, a member must begin their 
pursuit of the award during their freshman 
year of high school through participation in 
every level of the organization and leadership 
events. 

As a former member of FFA, I can proudly 
say that my experience in the organization 
was invaluable learning about leadership skills 
and public speaking. It is my pleasure to rec-
ognize Andrew for receiving this prominent 
award before the United States House of Rep-
resentatives. 
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Mr. LEVIN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to rec-
ognize Rick Flynn, who is well known as an 
advocate for educators in Macomb County, 
Michigan. On December 10th, friends of Rick’s 
from throughout Michigan will gather to cele-
brate his retirement from the Michigan Edu-
cation Association and to pay tribute to him for 
his outstanding service. 

Rick’s deep involvement in the MEA and his 
policy advocacy at the local, state and national 
levels has been rooted in his strong conviction 
that all students deserve a high quality edu-
cation, and that educators must have the tools 
and resources they need to provide students 
with this education. It has been said that Rick 
has held nearly every conceivable leadership 
position in the MEA, which, when one reviews 
his career, seems possible. He served as 
president of the Fraser Education Association, 
as a founding member and then as president 
of MEA–NEA Local 1, as a member of the 
Board of Directors and the Executive Com-
mittee for the MEA, as an MEA Local 1 Exec-
utive Director, and as a member of the NEA’s 
Board of Directors. 

Prior to representing teachers, Rick was a 
well-respected teacher himself. For 27 years 
he taught American Government in the Fraser 
Public Schools. As a lifelong advocate for 
building a stronger Macomb County, it was no 
surprise that after retiring from the classroom 
in 2000, Rick applied his knowledge of gov-
ernment to public service of his own. In 2008, 
he was elected to the Charter Commission for 
Macomb County, which reshaped government 
in Michigan’s 3rd largest county. Also in 2008, 
he was appointed by then-Governor Jennifer 
Granholm to serve on the Oakland University 
Board of Trustees, where he continues to 
serve today. 

Mr. Speaker, Rick Flynn has served stu-
dents in Michigan and his fellow education 
professionals with total commitment and dis-
tinction. I encourage my colleagues to join me 
in saluting him for his service, in thanking his 
wife Linda and his sons Andy and David for 
supporting him throughout his career, and in 
wishing him well in his retirement from the 
MEA. 
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Mr. LONG. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to con-
gratulate Trevor Logan on being awarded the 
Springfield Police Department’s Citizen Serv-
ice Medal and Terry Lambert on being award-
ed the Springfield Police Department’s Citizen 
Service Commendation for their actions on the 
morning of August 2, 2015. 

On that morning both men witnessed an in-
dividual drag a woman into an alley and at-
tempt to sexually assault her. Terry, believing 

officers were just down the street, quickly 
rushed to alert them of what he had observed. 
However, Terry was unable to locate any offi-
cers, so he returned to the alley. Before he 
had returned, Trevor had verbally confronted 
the suspect and the suspect began to flee. 
While Trevor continued to assist the victim, 
Terry followed the suspect and helped officers 
locate him. 

Trevor Logan and Terry Lambert stopped a 
crime in progress and assisted officers in ap-
prehending and identifying the suspect. 
Through their actions, both of these men ex-
emplified what it means to be a responsible, 
upstanding citizen. This example of selfless-
ness and commitment to protecting one’s 
community that these men have embodied is 
one which we should all strive for. 

Mr. Speaker, Trevor Logan and Terry Lam-
bert deserve this body’s utmost respect for he-
roic actions on the morning of August 2, 2015, 
and I extend to both of them my deepest ap-
preciation for their dedication to ensuring the 
safety of their community. Their efforts have 
not only contributed greatly to the Springfield 
community, but have made me proud to serve 
the people of Missouri’s seventh Congres-
sional District. 
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Mr. VAN HOLLEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
honor my friend Brit Kirwan on the occasion of 
his retirement as Chancellor of the University 
System of Maryland. 

Brit is a true Terp, beginning his career as 
an assistant professor at the University of 
Maryland, College Park before rising to serve 
as its President in 1989. For the past 12 
years, he has been Chancellor of the Univer-
sity System, where his passion for education 
and sincere desire to improve the lives and 
opportunity for Maryland students leaves an 
indelible mark on our state. He is also a re-
spected national voice on higher education 
issues, helping to shape policy for greater ac-
cessibility, affordability, and quality. 

It has been a great privilege to know and 
work with Brit over the years. His leadership 
has been transformative—opening the doors 
of higher education to underrepresented com-
munities, establishing new partnerships with 
federal agencies, local schools, and the pri-
vate sector, and ensuring that the University 
System of Maryland is a dynamic place of 
learning. I have always valued his thoughtful 
counsel. 

Many of us were sorry to see Brit leave 
Maryland in 1998 when he became president 
of Ohio State University, but we were happy to 
welcome him back home in 2002. Now, as Brit 
takes his well-deserved retirement, his legacy 
is felt by every student who steps on a Mary-
land campus. I thank him for his many years 
of service, and wish him all the best. 
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